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IHE 
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TORKSHIRE-FEAST. 


Mr. 
William Thomſon, | | Anthony Warde, 
Thomas Hutton, ' Michael T hompſo 7, 
Richard Fountaine, | C briftopher Conyers, 
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Gentlemen. 

: _ the Glary of God, which is 

| the Subjeft of this Diſcourſe, be the 

ſupream end of all Humm Aftions, yet it 


#* wery certain from many of the greateſt 
t Pre- 
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Pretenders to Religion, that they have 
obſcure, perverſe,, and incongruous No- 
tions of it. And if what 1 have ſaid 
upon it in this ſhort compaſs may any 
way contribute to reftifie ſuch mens 
apprehenſions, 1 ſhall be thankfid to God 
for it, and think my pains wery well 
ſpent. I had preſented you ſooner 
with it, but that I was bindered 
by ſundry Arvocations ; and perhaps 
had I publiſhed it, when you firſt de- 
fired me, it might not have done ſo 
much Good amongſt us, as now it may do 
in cooler times, when men are in 4 
better temper , and more fit to mind 


both the concerns of this World, and 
that 
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that which is to come. IT wiſb 
you all happineſs, aud ſhall be ready 
to ſerve every one of yoit in particu- 
lar, as T have ail of you in general 
m firſt, Preaching, and now, Publiſhing 


this Diſcourſe, which comes with all duc 
reſpefFs from 


Gentlemen. 
Your moſt obedient Servant 


George Hickes. 
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PREACHED 
At the Yorkſhire-Fealt, July 11. 1682. 
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Whether therefore ye eat, or drink , or 
whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. 


H E good or bad ſucceſs of mens 
undertakings depending very much 
upon the Lab of the end 


for which they are to a, it muſt 
needs concern all Chriſtians to get right, and 
clear Notions of the Glory of God, which 
Chriſtianity aſſerts to be the ſupream end of 


all Human AGtions, and which, tho' men ge- 
B nerally 
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ncrally pretend to underſtand, yet it is very 
certain from many mens iaconliſtent practices, 
that they are grievouſly miſtaken in the Noti- 
on of it; or it they be not, that they a& a- 
gaiaſt their Underſtandings and Conſfciences, 
in acting ſo contrary to, while they pretend to 
a& for the Glory of God. 

Wherefore, in diſcourling upon thele words, 
which propoſe the Glory of God unto us, as 
the Supream end of all Human Actions ; Iſhall 


firſt endeavour to explain the true Notion of 


it, 

2. I (hall make a general diviſion of Hu- 
man Actions into their ſeveral forts, and ſhew 
under each fort how they are to be directed 
untoit, as unto their chiet end. and 

Laſtly, I ſhall ſhew what we muſt do, and 
how we muſt behave our ſelves in our preſent 
Solemnity, that we fall not ſhort of the Apo- 
ſtles Rule, who tells us, that whether we eat, 
or drink, or whatſoever we do, we muſt do it 
to the Glory of God. 

Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to explain the true 
Notion of Gods glory, In order whereunto [ 
muft defire you to take notice, that the firſt 
Notion of Gods Glory in the Scripture 1s a 

Phyſical 
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Phyſical Notion tor the vilible appearance of 
God, or the viftible manifeſtation of himſelf 
by Fre Light,Clouds Brightnels, and other Me- 
tcorous Symbols of his preſence ; and that the 
other notions of Gods Glory, or Glorifying God, 
which occur in the Scriptures, do, as [ ſhall 
hereafter ſhew, generally allude, and refer 
unto this, which, I ſay, conſiſted inthe viſible 
appearance or manifeſtation of God by Fire, 
Light, Clouds, and ſuch like glorious ſigns of 
his Preſence, of which there are ſeveral ex- 
amples in the Old Teſtament: as of his appear- 
ing to Myſes ina flame of Firein the Buth, and 
to all the people upon Mount Sinai, which 
(faith the Text) was altogether on a ſmoke, Le- 
cauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in Fire, and 
the Sight of the Glory of the Lord was like de- 
wouring Fire on the top of the Mount. 

So Exod. xl. 38. The Cloud of the Lord 
was upon the Tabernacle by day, and the Fire 
was 0n it by night, inthe fight of all the Honſe 
of Iiracl. So Numb. ix. 15. On the day that 
the Tabernacle was rearetl up, the Cloud = Arar 
it, namely the Tent of the Teftimony, and at 
Even there was upon the Tabernacle the appear- 
ance of Fire unil the — So Exod. 
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XXVi. 16. The Clond covered Mount Sinai ſix 
days, and the ſeventh day God called unto Mo- 
ſes out off the Cloud. 

Thus alfo the Cloud was wont to appear at 
the door of the Tabernacle, as Dent. xxxi. 15. 
The Lord (faith the Text) appeared in ihe T a- 
bernacle, in the pillar of a cloud, and the cloud 
fiood over the door of the Tabernacle. 

And in the Holy of Holys, as in Lew. xvi. 
The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak unto as 
brother, that he come not at all times into the 
boly place, within the wail before the Mercy- 
Seat, which is upon the Ark, that he dye not, 
forl will appear in the cloud upon the Mercy- 
Seat. 

So 1 King. vii. When the Prieſt had bronght 
the Ark of the Covenant into the Oracle of the 
new built Temple, under the Wings of the 


Chernbims, the Clond ſo filled the Houſe of 


the Lord, that the Prieſts conld not ſtand to 
miniſter becauſe of the Cloud, And in Exzek. i. 
you may read of other fplendid appearances, 
whereby God manifefted his Prefence; as by 
appearances like the colour of Amber, Chry- 
ſtal, Saphire, and the colours of the Rain- 
bow, together with appearance of Fire with 

bright- 
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brightneſs round it, In theſe ſplendid, and 
lorious appearances God was wont to mani- 
feſt his ſpecial Preſence among the Jews, and 
the manifeſtation thereof was emphatically 
called The Glory of the Lord, asin Exod.xxix. 43. 
Saith God to Moſes, At the door of the Taber- 
nacle will I meet you to ſpeak there nuto thee, 
and there will I meet the Children of [\racl, and 
the Tabernacle ſhall be Sanctified by my Gly. 

So in Exod. xxxiii-atter God had told Moſes 
again, and again, That his Preſence ſhould 
go with him, Then, ſaich he, I beſecch thee 
ſhew me thy Glory. i. e. T beleech the ſhew 
me* ſome Glorious Token of thy Preſence, 
and the Lord ſaid , Behold there is a place by 
me, and thou ſhalt ſtand upon the Rock , and 
while my Glory paſſeth by, I will put thee in the 
cliff of the Rock,, and I will cover thee with my 
band while I paſs by. 

So Exod. xvii. 10. While Aaron ſpoke unto the 
whole Congregation.they looked towards the Wit- 
derneſs,and behold, the Glory of the Lord appeared 
in the Cloud. And Ch. xxiv. 16. The Glory 
of the Lord abode upon the Mount, and the 
Clond covered it fix days. So Ch. xl. 24. A 
Cloud covered the Tent of the Congregation,a nd 
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the Glor ry of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. So 
Lewvit. Ix. 23. Moles and Aaron went into the 
Tabernacle, and came out and bleſſed the People, 
and the Glory of the Lord appeared unto all the 
People. So 1 Kings viii. 12. ThePrie ſts(faith 
the Text ) conld not ſtand to miniſter in the 
Temple, becauſe of the Clond, for the Glory of the 
Lord had filled the Houſe. So the Prophet 
Ezekiel ſpeaking of the viſionary {iight which 
he had of GodsGlory, faith As the Appear. mee 
of the Bow, that is in the Cloud in the day of 
Rain; ſo was the appearance of the brightn [8 
round about the fire: This was the appearance 
of the likeneſs of the Glory of the Lord. I could 
produce many more Texts out of the Old 
Teſtament to ſhew how the manifeſtation 
of Gods Preſence by ſuch ſplendid and glo- 
rious Signs was called his Glory, but rather 
proceed to ſhew how it 15 alluded, and re- 
terred unto inthe New, as in Roy. ix. 4. where 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Iſraelites, faith, 
To whom pertaineth the Adoption, and the Glory, 
or the viſible manifeſtations of the Preſence 
of God. So Heb. ix. 5. The Cherubims under 
which God appeared are called the Chernbims 
of Glory, and Rom. i. 23. Speaking of that 
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unworthy manner in which the Gentiles, and 
the followers of Simon, and Menander who 
complyed with them, repreſented the Majeſty 
of God, They changed ( ſaith he ) the Glory, i.e. 
the preſence, or appearance of God which 
never was exhibited but by fire, light, and 
ſuch like things, without any manner of fimi- 
litude, into an Image made like unto corruptible 
Man, and to birds and beaſts, and creeping 
things. 

So Fobn ti. 14. The Word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among ns, and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the onely begotten of the Father. 
i. e, the 4:1G- 2436. the Eternal Word, as 
St. Tenatins calls him, came in our fleſh and 
dwelt in it, as God did in the Jewiſh Taber- 
nacle, and we by his Wonders, and wonder- 
ful Holineſs and other Signs, perceived his 
Preſence in it, the Preſence as of the onl 
begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 
Truth. 

Here you ſee the Preſence and Manitcſta- 
tion of the Godhead in the Body of Chriſt, 
is alluſively called his Glory, and in like man- 
ner the appearance of God in the Primitive 
Chriſtian Church by the gift of the Spirit, 


and 
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and the extraordinary ſanctity and Patience 
of the Chriſtians is called the Glory of God in 
Rey. xxi. where the Chriſtian Church is myl- 
rically called the new Jeruſalem, and the Ta- 
bernacle of God , in which he dwelt among 
Men :- and this holy City , wherein God was 
ſo conſpicuous in the wonderful Graces, which 
he ſhed upon the Chriltiaus, had no need 
of the Sin, nor Moon to ſhine in it , for the 
Glory, i. c. the preſence of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb was the light thereof. 

In like manner the —namges of Chriſt in his 
Miniſters 1s called his Glory. 2 Cor. vi. 23. 
If any do enquire of Titus be is my Partner , or 
if ow Brethren be enquired after , they are the 
Meſſengers of the Churches, and the Glory of 
Chriſt. And accordingly the manifeſtation of 
him in their Works, Dodtrine, and eminent 
SanCty 18 alſo called Glory. 2 Pet. 1 2. Hath 
given us all things pertaining unto Life and 
le Godlineſs through the knowledge of him , that 
hath called us to Glory and Virtue. 

So 2 Cor. iv. 5. TheRevelation of God un- 
to the World by the Goſpel, is called the 
light of the knowledge of the Glory, i. e. of 
the manifeſtation of God in the face of Jeſus 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and in 1 Pet. iv. 4. Thoſe that ſuffer'd 
for Chriſt, are ſaid in alluſion to the Shechi- 
nah, to have the Glory and Spirit of God to 
reſt upon them, becaule, as I conceive, God 
appeared as eminently in them in their Con- 
feflions and Sufferings, as if his Glory had 
deſcended upon them in lambent fires, and 
reſted upon their heads. According to this 
Explication of the Text, when our Saviour 
foretold the Crucifixion of Peter in theſe words: 
When thou waſt young thou girdeſt thy ſelf, and 
walkedft whither thou wouldeſt, but when thou 
ſhalt be old thou ſhalt ftretch forth thy hands, 
and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whi- 
ther thou wouldeſt not, this he ſpake ( faith the 
Evangeliſt ) ſrgnifying by what death he ſhould 
Glorihe God. 

By this time you may perceive, that the 
Glory of God from fignifying the Shechinah, 
as the Jews called his viſible Preſence, comes 
to fignite his Preſence; or Manifeſtation any 
other: way, more eſpecially in the words and 
actions of men, according to which meta- 
phorical ſenſe, to Clorifie, ſignifies in the ge- 
neral to manifeſt, or evidence God. In this 
ſenſe the Father is faid toglorifie the Son, - 

C the 


—_ 


| 


— 


. Y _—_” 


LO 


The Moral Shechinah. 


che Son to gloritic tbe Father ; and in this ſenſe 
our Saviour ſaid of the Sicknels of Lazarxs : 
This Sickneſs is not unto.death, bnt for the glory 
of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby. And according to this ſenſe alſo 
the Gentyles and Gnoſticks are charged by the 
Apoſtle, That alti,o' they knew God, yet they 
glorified him not as God: and becauſe he that 

ratſeth God dorh in an eminent manner ma- 
nifeſt, evidence, and fer him forth ; rhere- 
fore ſaith he in the Plalmiſt, Whoſo offereth 
me praiſe glorifieth me: and from hence I con- 
ceive it came to pals that the Tongue, by 
which we publickly confeſs, and acknowledge 
God, and declare the infinite worth and 
excellencies of his bleſſed nature, came ro be 
called by the name of Glory, as in Pal. lvii. 
Awake my Glory, and in Pſal. cviii. I will ſing 
and give praiſe with my Glory, which in the 
other Tranſlation is exegetically rendered with 
the beſt member that I bave. 

But more eſpecially, and to. come nearer 
to my purpoſe, in-this very ſenſe we are faid 
to plorifie, z. e. to confeſs and acknowledge 
God, or make him appear in our works; as 


in that emphatical place of St. John, where 


our 
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our Saviour told his Dilciples, herem is my 
Father glorified,that you bear much fruct and that 
of the Apoſtle to the C orinthians, Ye are bought 
with a price, therefore glorifie God in yourbody, 
and in your ſpirit, which are God's. 

From hence you may perceive that the 
Glory of God in the moral {igniftication, in 
which it is propoſed for the ſupream End of 
all human Actions, hath a near alliance, and 
reterence unto the phraſe in the Phyſical ſenſe 
thereof ; for as in this, it ſigmties the viſible 
manifeſtation or appearance of God in Fire, 
Light, Clouds, and other retracted colours : fo 
in that, it ſignifies the viſible manifeſtation of 
him in the courſe of mens Lives. Soin that the 
ſenſe of my Text is plainly this: Whether you 
Eat er Drink, or whatſoever you do, do all to 
the manifeſtation of God : let him appear in 
your Converſation ; make publick recognition 
of him in your Lives ; and fo otder all your 
Afﬀairs, and behave your ſelves in all your 
Actions, that the World may ſee that your 
Souls are poſſeſt with a due ſenſe of him, and 
that he is in you of a truth. 

To this purpole faith the Apoſtle Phil. i. 10. 
Approve the things that are Excellent, that you 
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may be ſincere and without offence till the day of 
Chriſt, being filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
neſs, hich are by Chriſt Teſus unto the glory 
and praiſe of God. And ſo true and exaQt js 
this Analogy between the Phyſical and Moral 
Glory of God, that every righteous perſon 
who lives in obedience and ſubjeftion to his 
Laws, and walks as a Child of Lighr, doth as 
effeQually declare and ſet forth God, and tis 
Special Preſence in himſelf unto the Wor ld, 
as if the Cloud of Glory, which filled the 
Houſe of the Lord, conſtantly ſurrounded 
his Temples, cr as if men ſhould behold God 
ſpeaking unto him Face ro Face, as he did unto 
Moſes, asa man {peakethunto his Friend, 
What the Pſalmiſt faid of the Heavens, may 
be truly ſaid of Divine and Heavenly men, 
they declare the Glory of God, they ſet forth 
his Power and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and all 
hisother Adorable PerteCtions, they viſibly bear 
his Image in being conformed unto the likenels 
of his Sen, their Holy lives are a Comment 
upon his bleſſed Nature, they Preach him con- 
tinually by their Example. Ina word, as the 
Apoſile ſaid of the Stars, they are the viſible 
uy of Chriſt to the World, written not 
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with Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living 
God, they are the Light of the World, burning 
and ſhining Lights, and 1o ſhine before men 
that they may {ce their good Works, and be 
brought | in like manner by the benelle ot thar 
example to glortie their Father, which is in 
Heaven. 

Having now explained the true and genuine 
Notion of Gods Glory, which the Chriſtian Phi- 
loſophy propoles for the Supream end of Hu» 
man Actions, | proceed | in the ſecond placeto 
make a general Civitionof Human Actionsmto 
their ſeveral kinds, that I may the better ſhew 
under each kind how we may make God and 
the ſenſe we have of his infinite Majeſty, and of 
our dury to him, appear in all our Ations, 
or how we may dire all our Actions to his 
Glory, as unto their ſupream end, 

For as Cicero faith, Nulla wite pars neque 
publicis, neque privatis, neque foren frbus, neque 
domeſtieis in rebus, neque ſt tecum agas quid, 
neque ft enm altero comrahans , wacare officio 
poteſt--- There is no part of our lives, whe- 
ther we be imployed in Publick or Private 
Matters, in buſineſs belonging to the Law, or 


in our Domeſtical Aﬀairs, whether we inrve « 
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deal with our ſelves alone, or whether we have 
ro deal with others, bur it is attended with 
certain duties; in the conſtance performance of 
which, we make it appear to all the World, 
that there is an Eternal and Immutable di- 
ſtintion between Good and Evil, and that 
there is a God infinitely Wiſe, and Juſt, and 
Powerful, that will judge every man accor- 
ding to his Works, Nay in obſerving theſe 
dutics which attend us in all our Actions, we 
ſhew unto all the World the power of the 
divine affiſtance within us, by which we are 
enabled fo to act, and that principle of ho- 
ly love and fear in our hearts, which makes 
us ſo conſtant and regular in conforming our 
Actions unto the Laws of God. 

But this diviſion of humane aftionsby Cicero 
is defeCtive in this, that it only concerns our 
tecular ations, omitting one conſiderable part 
of our lives, which ought to be ſpent in the 
Temple, and in divine worſhip : and therefore 
laying it afide, I ſhall prefer the Scriptural 
diviſion of human aCtions as the moſt perfect, 
and comprehenſive with reſpe& to their ob- 
zedts, God, our Neighbour, and our ſelves. This 
diſtinQtion is founded on Tzt. it. 12, where the 

Apoſtle 


XUM 


The Moral Shechinah. 


Apoſtle tclls That the Goſpel teaches all men 
that we ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly 
in this preſent world ; looking for the bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearance of the great God, and 
our Sawiour Teſwus Chriſt. 

I (hall begin with the firſt branch of this di- 
ſtinction which concerns thole ations of ours, 
which have Cod for their obze&, and are im- 
mediately converlant about him, as when we 
{peak of him, trom him, orto him; beit in 
Prayers, Praiſes or Vows, or in Swearing 
by his Holy Name. In all thele cafes we 
unmediately direct our ſelves unto God, and 
when we ſo behave our felves in them, as to 
let others (ce the mighty ſenſe we have of his 
Infinite Majeſty,and how much we love, fear, 
admire and adore him ; then and only then 
he appears in thoſe aCtions 3 which indeed 
tend no otherwiſe to his Glory, then as they 
are declarative of his exiſtence, and abſolute 

rteCtions ; as of his Sovereignty, Providence, 
Power, Truth, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs: and 
he that treats him in this Religious manner; 
when he hath occaſion to be any of thoſe 
ways converſant about him, doth manifeſt his 
Eternal Power, and Godhead, as effeQually, 
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(| as if God ſiood by him, as he did by Moſes 
in a flame of fire in the Bulh., 
Wherefore whenloever we have occaſion 

| to mention God, or {peak to others in his 
| Name, or whenſoever we offer up Prayers or 

| Praiſes, or make Vows unto him, or call u 
him in Solemn Oaths, to atteſt the Truth of 
what we Swear, let us do it in a manner ſuit- 
able to his infinite Majeſty, in ſuch a manner, 

| as will ſerve to exprets, and declare to others 
| | what awful and (crious apprehenſions we have 


of his moſt Exccdllent Nature, and if we do 
ſo, we need not doubt, but our Religious 
Bchaviour will make very ſenſible impreſlions 
| upon them, and contribute more or leſs, like 
the Sight of his Glory, to ſtrike into them the 
Fear, and Reverence of his Holy Name. 
| When St. Paul diſcourſed with Felix con- 
| cerning the Faith in Chriſt, he did it in ſuch 
| a manner, that, as he reaſoned of Righteouſ- 
| neſs, Temperance, and Fudgement to come Felix 
Trembled, and had the Glory of God reſted 
all the while upon the Apoſ le, What could 
the Governour _ done more ? Thus the 
| Preſence of God appeared fo eminently in 
the Words and Ations of St. Ambroſe when 
| he 
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he forbid the Emperor Theadoſins in God's 
name to enter into the: Church; that his Ma- 
zeſty could not have been more humbled, and 
penicent for the innocent blood ſhed at Theſſa- 
lonica, altho' he had ſeen the Cloud of Glory 
hang over the Temple, or encircle the Head 
of the Divine Prelate, while he {poke unto him. 
The Hiſtorian tells us, that he returned unto 
his Palace ETevwv x, 0axguwr fighing,and weep- 
ing, and from theſe without multiplying other 
examples, we may learn how much God may 
be glorified and made appear in thoſe ations 
of men, which are immediately converſant a- 
bout him. 

Hither we muſt alfo reduce the Glory thatac- 
crues unto God, by theReſpect and Obſervance 
which we ought to ſhew rowards all Things, 
Times, Perſons, and Places, which belong unto 
him; as to the Scriptures becauſe they are his 
Word, to the Clergy becauſe they are his Mini 
ſters, to the Church becauſe it is his Houſe, to 
the Chriſtian Religion, becauſe it is his Religion, 
and to the Firſt Day of the Week becaule it 
is the Lords Day. All theſe things challenge 
a particular reſpe& from us, different from all 
other things of the ſame name and kind _ 
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the account of their relation unto God, and 
when we treat them with reverence for his 
ſake, the honour of it redounds to him, be- 
cauſe every aCtion of that Nature is a ſolemn 
Ackowledgement,, and Declaration, that he 
is the Great, and Holy God. 

Theſe are all genuine duties, and effects of 
Godlineſs, or Religiouſne(s, as it 1s diſtin- 
guiſhed from other parts of Chriſtian Piety. 
But alas how little of it is praGtiſed in this 
Prophane Age? How little Religious, and 
how much Profane, and Atheiitical diſcourlc 
is now to be heard in all Companies? Nay 
how is the Worſhip of God, which aboveall 
other things is ordained for his Glory , dil- 
honoured, and profaned, and almoſt perverted 
to the contrary End,by the irreverent,and un- 
worthy carriage of man. Ta ſee how many 
men behave themſelves in the Service of God, 
would tempt an indifferent man to believe that 
they deſigned not to acknowledge his Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, and their truſt in, and 
dependance upon his infinite Majeſty ; but 
rather to deny him in the Action, and de- 
clare to all the World, that Religion is no- 


thing but Superſtition, and that it is very un- 
certain 
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certain whether there is a God or no; or if 
there be, whether or no he concerns himſelf 
in theGovernment of the World. To this if 
we add the general practice of Raſh, and Vain 
Swearing on one hand, and Solemn Peryuries 
on the other, together with that utter diſre- 
ſpe, which is now accounted brave, and ge- 
nerous, to caſt upon all Things, and Perſons, 
which belong unto God, we muſt needs ac- 
knowledge that there are great numbers of 
men among us, who tho' they may profeſs 
God, yetin their Works deny him, being fo 
far from doing whatſoever they do to his Glory, 
that there Aﬀtions tend, and it is to be feared 
many of them are deligned, to extirpate the 
Notions of him out of mens Minds, his Fear 
out of their Conſciences,and his Name and Re- 
ligion out of the World. | 
Il. So much for the firſt kind of Human 
AXttions, which immediately regard God : from 
whence I proceed to the ſecoad, which are 
fuch as regard our Neighbours, and are pra- 
Ciled in our Dealing, and Converſation with 
them, and in theſe Attions this is the Rule ; 
That they tend to Gods Glory, when they tend 
to the Good of Men, and are declarative of 
D 2 that 
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that excellent, and comprehenſive Virtue in 
us, which the Greeks call Philanthrophy, the 
Latines, Humanity; and the Chriſtian Religion 
Love. 

This 15 the genera] Supream Law, which 
God hath commanded men, that they ſhould 
love one another, according to that repeated 
Precept of our Saviour. This is my Command. 
ment, and theſe things I command you, that 
you love one another, and that you love one ano- 
ther, as I have lowed you. 

This reiterated Precept of our blefſcd Sa- 
viour, made the Apoſtle {ay unto the Theſſalo- 
nians : Now as tonching brotherly Lowe, ye need 
not that I write unto you, for ye your ſelves are 
taught of God to lowe one another: and this 
(faith St. Fob in his Epiſt. Gener.) is the Meſ- 
ſage, that ye have heard from the beginning, 
that ye lowe one another. St. Paul in ſeveral 
places gives us the reaſon, why our Lord fo 
carefully enjoyn'd this duty upon us, becauſe 
t 15 the fulfilling of the Second Table of the 
Law. By love (ſaithhe Gal. 5.) ſerve one ano- 
ther, for all the Law 3s fulfilled in one word, 
thou ſhalt love thy Neighbor as thy ſelf. And 
love (faith he Rome. 13.) Worketh no ill to his 


Neighbour, 
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Neighbour, therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
Law. 
This CharaQer of Love which the Apoſtle 


gives us, is indeed Negative, but as all other 
Nezatives are, it i3 founded in poſitive ſenſe, 
ſo that his meanivg is at large this : love work- 
eth no ill, but worketh all manner of good to 
his Neighbour, theretore love is the falflling 
of the Law. In theſe twoprime effedts of love 
to do no ill, and to do all manner of good are 
founded the Laws of Juſtice and Charity, and 
in theſe two are comprehended all the duties, 
which every man owes to other men. 

For Juſtice powerfully reſirains us from do- 
mg any harmor injury co our Neighbour, and 
Charity puſhes us on to do him all good Offi- 
ces, and Kindneſs; and rhereforeall juſt, and 
Charitable Adtions, which ſpring from the 
Divine Root of Humanity,or Love,muſt need; 
tend to the Glory of God, and the maniteſtati- 
on of his Divinc Nature, who as St, John ſaith is 
love, and who in the Saxon Tongue | from 
which the Diale& of our Country is but one 
remove | is called God, becauſe he is good; 


as in our Saviours anſwer to the Ruler, who 


called him good Maſter #2 5% i7 x06, or nan 


man 
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mai ir gb butan govana there is none good fave 
only God. According to this Derivation of his 
Name the Apoſtle ſaith That Lowe is of God, 
and that every one that loveth is born of Ged, 
and he that loweth not, or hath not the 
grace of Love in him, knoweth not God, for 
God is Love, or made up of Love, and 
kindneſs to men. No man hath ſeen God at any 
time, if we Love one another God dwelleth in us, 
and his Love is perfected in us, and hereby we 
know, that we dwell in him, and he in us, be- 
cauſe he hath given us of his Spirit of Lowe. 

In theſe words dwelleth and dwell the Apo- 
ſtle emphatically alludes to the Schechinah, or 
Glory, by which God manifeſted his Preſence 
in the Jewiſh Tabernacle, or Temple, and 
the meaning of them is, that we cannot give 
better Evidence of Gods abiding in us, and 
dwelling in our Souls than by the Spirit, and 
remper of Love, it we would make it appear 
ro the World, that he is in us, &r that we 
are of him, ant conformed unto his Image and 
Example 3; nay if we would maike it appear, 
that weare acquainted with his divine Nature, 
or declare that we believe he hath Loved us; 
Nay would we ſhew our Obedience to his ftrict- 

eſt 
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eſt and deareſt Command, which he hath exem- 
plified in his Son, or give a right proof to o- 
thers, that we love him, as he hath loved us, 
it muſt be by conforming all our dealings with 
men to the Rules of Juſtice, and Charity, 
which are the the genuine, and immediate ct- 
fefts of Love. Beloved let ns love one another, 
or love is of God, and every one that loweth 
is born of God, and knaweth God; God is Love, 
and he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth- in God, 
and. God in him, and this Commandment we 
have from him, that he who loveth God, loweth 
his Brother alſo. 

Nay furthermore the beſt proof that wecan 
give to our ſelves and others, that we are Re- 
generate perſons, and have paſled from a 
ſtate of death unto. life, is our love to our 
Fellow-Chriſtians ; for, faith the Apoſtle, We 
know that we have pa ſed from death unto life,be- 
cauſe we love the Brethren ; he that loweth not 
his Brother, abideth in death. 

From all this, Thopeitis plain, that the beſt 
way for men to ſet forth the bleſſed Nature of 


God, and the —_— of their Spirits unto - 


his, is to be juſt, and charitable in- all their 
Dealings with all forts of men, When their 
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Actions are conformed to this Rule, they ſhew 
what God is, and how like they are untohim ; 
and when rhey are nor, all their Religion is 
but Shew, Pretence and Hypocriſte, and as 
loathſome to Almighty God, as Atheiſm, or 
Prophanenels it felt. Thus ta the firſt of Iſazah, 
to which I refer you ; the Prophet lets the 
people of Iſrael know, that Without Fuftice, 
and Fudgment, and Charity, their Sabbaths, 
and Aſſemblies, and Sacrifices, and Offerings, 
and Prayers were vain and hathſome unto him ; 
that he hated them, and was weary of then, and 
conld not delight therein : Nay, trom obſerving 
theſe two general Laws, of Juſtrce, and Cha- 
riry ; whercof the one keeps ns off from doing 


any injury, or harm, and the other obliges us , 


ro do all the good we can to other men, re- 
{ulrs all che happinels of Humane Societics, and 
all the good rhat men mutually receive from 
one another in every Relation of the World. 
This makes Princes as Gods upon Earth, and 
SubjeRs as obcdient and dutiful unto them, as 
the Angels are unto God, not only for Wrath, 
but Conſcience-ſake. It makes Husbands love 
their Wives as Chriſt loved his Church, and 
Wives ſubmit themſelves unto their own Huf- 


bands 
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bands, as it is fitin the Lord. It keeps Parents 
from provoking their Children ; and obliges 
Children to obey their Parents in all things, 
becanſeir is well pleaſing unto the Lord. It 
makes Mafters ſo behave themfelves to their 
Servants, as to let them know that they have 
a Maſter in Heaven ; and Servants account 
their Mafters worthy of all Honour, and obey 
them, not with eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, 
but in ſingleneſs of heart, fearing God, and 
doing whatſoever they do heartily, as unto the 
Lord. It makes Biſhops and Miniſters look to 
themſelves, and unto the Flocks over which 
the chief Shepherd hath made them Overſeers ; 
and their Flocks obey them that have the Rule 
over them in the Lord, becauſe they watch for 
their Souls. In a word, Juſtice and Charity, 
which ſpring from one Root, and which the 
Scriptures call by the name of Os 
in all ſpecial relations exert themſelves in ſpe- 
cial effects: and, might they govern the World, 
they would quickly turn it into Paradiſe, and 
make all Human Societies, Kingdoms; Churches, 
Cities ; Colleges, Companies; Counties and 
Families, ſo many Pennels, where the Lord 
might be ſeen. 
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III. And fo I proceed to the third fort of 
Human Adtons, which cuncern our duty to- 
wards our ſclves; and they, tend to the Glory 
of God, and making of him ſhine in our Con- 
verſations, when they are kept within the Di- 
vincbounds of Moderation, or Sobricty ; which 
are to be obſerved in the Government of the 
Body and Soul. The Government of the Bo- 
dy conſiſts on one hand in keeping of it from 
the exceſſive deſire and uſe of Pleaſure, and on 
the other from the excellive averſation, and ab- 
horrence of Pain. 

Under Pleaſure we may reduce all things 
that are very pleaſant, or delightful to. the 
bodily Appetite; as Meats, in which our Mo- 
deration is called Temperance ; or in Drinks, 
where it is more eſpecially called Sobriety; or 
in Carnal pleaſures, where it 1s called Chaſtity ; 
or in Riches and honours, which we may call 
contempt of the World. 

And under pain we may reduce all things, 
that are very ungrateful, and grievous unto it; 
in bearing of which our Moderation is called 
Fortitude, Patience, and Conſtancy, and it 


contams the Chriſtian duty of taking up the 
Croſs. 
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And as for the Government of the Soul, 
there is one Rule which Sobriety preſcribes to 
her alſo, and that isnot to think more highly 
of her ſelf than ſhe ought to think; but to 
think ſoberly, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and this 
is humility, or lowlineſs of mind. 

Now according to this comprehenſive 
Scheme, fet before your Eyes a man who li- 
mits all his Aftions of this kind within the 
bounds of Moderation and Sobriety; and then 
tell me, whether they do not make it appear, 
that he 1s be:p%ex and Xexrpoers, as the Holy 
Martyr Tonatins called himſelf, 5 + X exe Gy 75 
Nlogn mrextiapy, E Axc; bed, one In whom Chriſt 
1s formed, one that bears God about in 
his Soul, The Temple of his Reſidence, 
even che living: Tabernacle of the Goſpel- 
Shechinah , which is the Holy Ghoſt, rIvd 
you not, faith the Apoſtle, that you are the 
Temple of God, and that his Spirit dwelleth in 
you ? Yes the Spirit of God reſides in ſuch 
men; and every Temperate, Sober, Chaſt, 
and Humble Perſon hath fo much of his like- 
neſs, and appearance upon him, and ſhews (9 
much ot his Divine Natnre 51 al! his ATions, 
that uſually his preſence ſtrikes an aw- into 
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diflolute ſinners, and makes them uncafie in 
the midſt of their Senſual enjoyments, unleſs 
they chance to be ſuch as the Apoſtle ſaith de- 
ny God in their Works, being abominable, diſ- 
obedient, and reprobate unto every good work, 

And it is the great diſhonor and misfortune 
of this Age to abound with mea of allranks, 
and denominations, who are paſt the com- 
mon ſenſe of God, and Religion, whoas the 
Apoſtle faith, Are alienated from the life of 
God, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart, and 
who, being paſt feeling have giventhemelwes o- 
ver-unto laſcivieuſneſs, to work all uncleaneſs 
with greedineſs. Men who have nothing but 
the Habits, and Figure of their Bodics, to di- 
ſtinguiſh them from Beaſts; being utterly de- 
void of Reaſon, that Divine Principle, which 
Cicero ſaith, s common to man and God. There 
nothing of God which appears in theſe men, 
and their Actions; but they ſhew themſelves to 
be of their Father the Devil: they are cor- 
formed unto his Image, him they will glorthe, 
and his works they will do. 

Having now explained the true and genu- 
ine ſenſe of Gods Glory, and having in the 
{econd place madea diviſion of Human Actions 
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into their ſeveral kinds, and ſhewn under each 
kind how they are to be direQed ro Gods Glory, 
I now come to bring the application of all this 
to our Meeting and Feaſting together, that 
we may not fall ſhort of the Apoſtles Rule, 
whotells us,that whether we eat or drink, or what- 
foewer we do, we muſt do all to the glory of God. 

Thete County-Meetings as they are in the 
general deſigned, ſo they may m an eſpecial 
manner be directed unto this great end;as they 
are excellentmeans of endearing Country men 
together, and of begetting Brotherly loveand 
kindneſs among them toone another, but moſt 
eſpecially as they give the Richer fortan oppor- 
tunity of providing for Poor. 

The cuſtomary manner im which we meet, 
doth declare this tobe the principal end of this 
ſort of Meetings;for firſt we come together in the 
Church, that wemay Worſhip the Fountain of 
Love and Beneficence, and hear fome profita- 
ble exhortation ro mitate his Charity, and then 
wegotoeat anddrink together ina Joyful, and 
Feſtival manner of his good Creatures; that 
having our Bodies refreſhed, andour Spirits ex- 
hilirated in the ſober uſe of them, we thould be 
better diſpoſed to this good work.But if after - 

cas 
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chis Shew and Preparation we give nothing,or 
grudgingly,and not according to our power, we 
ſhall moralize the Birth of the Mountains, and 
diſappoint the expectation both of God andmen. 

I believe there are no ſuch Provincial Agar, 
or Feaſts of Charity in the Capital City of any 
other Nationin the World ; it 1s perhaps the 
honor of the Engliſh to be the firſt Authors of 
ſuch Benificent and Charitable Inſtitutions; but 
then this muſt needs be ſaid on the other hand, 
that it they exceed other Countrys in this or 
any other ſort of Chriſtian Magnificence, and 
Liberality, it is but their duty todo fo, becauſe 
tho' England be not the richeſt Country,yet the 
Engliſh are the richeſt people in the World. 

For as the learned Chancellor F orteſcue 


. wrote long ago, it isthe happineſs of the Eng- 
* liſh tolivein a Realm where theRegal, or De- 


fpoticis under the limitation of the Civil Power: 
and where the King cannot change the Laws 
without the conſent of his Subjects, nor charge 
them with Impolitions agaioſt their wills, be- 
cauſe he governeth his people, not only by 

Regal, but alſo by Political Power : 
This gives us a ſecurer Property than any 
other people, makes us Maſters of our Purſes, 
and 
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and Eſtates, and if by the ſingular bleſling of 


ſucha Government we heap up Richesabove the 
Subjefts of any other Forcin Countrys, itis but 
reaſonable, that we ſhould find out ſome peculi- 
ar ways of expreſling our gratitude unto God. 

This obligarion is common to us with all our 
Fellow-Subjeds, but beſides this we have parti- 
cular reaſons why we ſhould be free and plenti- 
tul in our Contributions to our poor Country- 
men, for our County as the curious obſerve,is the 
Epitome of England, whatſoever is excellent i in 
the whole Land being tobe found in proporti- 
on there: Beſides this, God hath been pleaſed 
to make itthe Birth-place, and Nurſery of ma-- 
ny Great men, and ſpecial Inſtruments of his: 
Glory,as of Conſtantinethe firſt Chriſtian Em-- 

ror, whom all Writers who aflert Britain to: 
have been the place of his Birth, muſt needs ac-- 
knowlege to have been born at Tork. I ſhallnot 
name any more, becauſcitis fitter to talk over 
the long Catalogue of our Worthies at the Ta- 
ble than in the Pulpit: and alſo becauſe it can- 
not be done without ſeeming to- flatter ſome | 
very Eminent and Worthy perſonsof all ranks, 
and profeſſions, whom I ought toſuppole are» 
preſent here. 
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Therefore in acknowledgement of all the 
bleflings,and honors, which God harh beſtowed 
upon our Country, and rooblige him tokeep it, 
as he-did the Holy land, which it equals in 
greatneſs, under the Wings of his ſpecial pro- 
rection, let us now be ample Benefafors to 
the Poor thereof. 

Wecannot doany thing that will redound 
more tothecredit of our Country,and Religion, 
or more manifeſt the preſence of God among us 
in this Solemnity than by doing for our indi- 
gent Country-men, as we ſhould expe, our 
coditions being changed,that they ſhould do for 
us. If wedo fo, we ſhall fully anſwer the end 
of this Feſtival Mecting, and lay up for our 
ſclves a good Foundation againſt the time to 
come, bur if we do otherwile, not giving at all, 
or not giving to them according as God hath 
given unto us, we ſhall, to ſay no worſe fall 
ſhamefully ſhort of the Apoſtles Rule, who 
tells us, That whether we eat, or drink, or 
whatſoever we do we muſt do all to the glory 
God : To whom Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honor, Praiſe and 
Glory now, and ewermore. Amen. 
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